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Co  Pastors  and  friends  of  foreign  missions. 

The  evangelization  of  the  world  —  the  greatest  of 
all  works  in  the  light  of  Christ's  mission  —  how  is  it 
to  be  accomplished  and  what  are  its  claims  upon  us  ? 
This  is  a  question  which  every  pastor  desires  to 
answer  and  which  should  be  placed  before  every 
church  for  its  answer. 

Can  our  6,000  Congregational  churches,  with 
600,000  members,  the  400,000  members  of  the  En- 
deavor Societies  and  the  750,000  members  of  the 
Sunday-schools  be  made  to  feel  that  this  is  a  work  in 
which  they  are  bound  by  every  motive  of  love  to 
'Christ  to  share? 

The  American  Board  has  as  its  present  staff  540 
missionaries,  nearly  3,000  native  helpers,  over  45,000 
church  members,  above  54,000  pupils  in  the  schools 
under  Christian  instruction,  with  hospitals  and  dis- 
pensaries in  which  are  treated  more  than  100,000 
patients  each  year,  and  with  a  Christian  press  which 
sends  millions  of  the  printed  pages  on  their  ministry 
of  love  and  grace. 

The  Board  has  never  enrolled  a  more  devoted  body 
of  workers  than  now.  The  opportunities  for  work 
and  enlargement  give  promise  of  new  achievement 
for  the  Master. 

The  hopes  of  the  Board  are  shadowed  by  lack  of 
funds  for  its  work.  Money  is  the  great  need;  money 
instinct  with  prayer  and  self-denial.  The  possibilities 
are  only  limited  by  the  means.  We  earnestly  desire  a 
gift  from  every  churchv  under  the  painstaking  lead  of 
pastor  and  officers.  We  would  eliminate  from  our  think- 
ing non-contributing  churches.  In  every  church  is 
'some  one  with  a  gift  for  missions.  Give  the  opportunity. 
J  We  need  you  and  your  gifts,  small  and  great.  We 
need  an  advance  in  giving.  Please  read  the  story  of 
the  work  and  its  needs  and  tell  to  others.  Send  gifts, 
be  it  a  dime,  or  a  dollar,  or  a  check  to 

Frank  H.  Wiggin,   Treasurer, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 


GLIMPSES. 

Variety  and  Breadth  of  Work. 


A  revival  in  evangelical  religion  was  in 
progress,  the  first  messages  concerning  work 
among  the  heathen  were  being  scattered 
abroad,  hearts  were  touched,  and  fathers  and 
mothers  in  Zion  were  praying  for  the  heathen 
nations.  It  was  out  of  such  influences  that 
the  prayer-meeting  at  Williamstown  was  held 
when,  in  the  thunderstorm,  under  the  lee  of 
a  haystack,  five  young  men  declared  their 
purpose  to  preach  the  gospel  to  those  who 
had  not  heard  it.  A  little  later  it  was  found 
that  some  twenty  men  were  thinking  on  this 
great  subject,  then  so  new  to  the  Church. 
"  Woe  to  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gospel  to 
the  heathen."  Out  of  this  spirit  was  born 
the  American  Board. 

This  work  of  the  American  Board  is  now 
upon  our  hearts,  and  it  is  our  wish  to  have  a 
little  personal  conversation  about  the  work, 
not  to  tire  you,  but  to  secure  your  personal 
cooperation.  We  desire  to  have  you  look  at 
the  work  in  its  breadth  and  length,  that  you 
may  realize  how  much  of  a  blessing  it  is. 
We  wish  to  make  it  a  blessing  to  you  and 
you  a  blessing  to  others  through  it.  We 
want  one  hundred  thousand  Congregation- 
alists,  at  once,  who  will  be  enthusiastic  and 
earnest  in  the  work  of  the  American  Board. 
We  give  you  the  tools  in  such  leaflets  as  this, 
in  the  Missionary  Herald  and  the  histories 


of  our  missions.  Through  you  we  expect  to 
interest  others,  until  it  shall  no  longer  be 
said  that  there  are  two  thousand  non-con- 
tributing churches,  and  that  a  great  majority 
of  our  members  give  nothing  to  foreign  mis- 
sions. We  want  you  to  see  that  this  is  the 
greatest  and  most  Christlike  enterprise  in 
the  Church  of  to-day. 

SKILLED   WORKMEN. 

"  It  is  the  man  behind  the  gun."  This 
has  come  to  be  a  significant  expression  in 
these  days.  It  is  true  in  our  churches  that 
our  educated  ministry  is  our  glory.  Our 
trained  missionaries,  the  best  the  world 
affords,  are  our  glory  too.  We  shall  be  shorn 
of  much  of  our  strength  when  we  cease  to 
send  missionaries  or  are  satisfied  with 
uneducated  men.  The  American  Board  has 
340  trained  and  skilled  workmen  in  its  serv- 
ice to-day.  They  have  come  from  almost 
every  State  in  the  Union  and  a  few  from 
Canada.  Their  feet  are  beautiful  as  they  go 
preaching  the  gospel  of  peace.  They  are 
stationed  in  twenty  missions  of  the  Board,  in 
several  of  the  great  countries  of  the  world, 
and  among  the  islands  of  the  sea.  Here 
they  are  mastering  languages,  giving  the 
Bible  and  a  Christian  literature,  preaching 
the  gospel,  establishing  churches,  raising 
up  a  native  ministry,  building  schools,  open- 
ing the  hospital  and  dispensary,  with  a  multi- 
tude of  other  ministries.  Some  of  them, 
174,  are  ordained  men,  doing  the  work  of 
an  evangelist,  or  teaching  or  guiding  the 
interests  within  great  and  populous  dis- 
tricts. The  wives  of  missionaries,  176,  are 
as  truly  under  appointment,  and  upon  the 


same  terms,  as  their  husbands.  A  few  are  in 
the  medical  service,  thirty-nine,  and  attend 
to  the  gospel  of  healing,  and  win  their  way 
where  angels  might  despair.  The  single 
ladies,  175  in  number,  adorn  the  missionary 
service  as  evangelists,  teachers,  physicians, 
and  in  a  few  instances  as  nurses.  They  are 
the  equal  of  any  body  of  workers  in  our 
churches.  Under  corrupt  civilizations,  where 
idolatry  and  sin  are  found  in  gross  forms, 
they  lead  laborious,  simple,  and  honest  lives. 
They  cannot  have  luxury  on  their  salaries. 
What  if  they  do  live  well?  Do  we  want  it 
otherwise  ?  You  feed  your  horse  oats  if  you 
wish  him  to  work.  This  roll  of  honor  is 
before  us  as  our  challenge.  Its  members 
ask  with  the  urgency  of  a  mandate  that  we 
stand  by  them  in  their  work  and  give  them 
the  support  which  we  have  pledged.  They 
need  our  hearts,  not  our  criticisms  ;  our  help, 
not  our  pity. 

Cannot  you  have  your  own  missionary  ?  "Will  not 
your  church  take  the  support  of  one  of  these  men 
of  God? 

Here  is  one  in  the  Marathi  Mission  now 
wielding  his  pen  with  power  for  the  Ameri- 
can and  the  Hindu  press ;  now  speaking 
with  a  tongue  of  power  as  he  tours  among 
villages,  persuading  men  to  receive  the 
Christian  faith  ;  superintending  a  large  num- 
ber of  churches  of  the  mission,  while  serv- 
ing one  as  its  active  pastor ;  daily  instructing 
young  men  in  the  theological  seminary; 
looking  after  the  Christian  Endeavor  move- 
ment in  India;  constantly  receiving  and 
answering  letters  from  preachers,  teachers, 
pastors,  and  seekers  after  the  truth ;  oft- 
times  entering  into  relief  work  for  famine 
sufferers.     And  many  another  skilled  work- 


man  could  be  named  who  stands  abreast  with 
this  consecrated  spirit.  Our  respect,  admira- 
tion, love,  and  support  are  due  them  all. 

One  young  man  has  just  begun  his  work  as  a 
missionary  of  the  Board.  He  was  born  and  nur- 
tured in  the  home  of  a  Christian  minister ;  edu- 
cated in  the  best  of  schools  ;  taking  high  rank  in 
both  high  school  and  university,  and  after  three 
years  in  a  well-known  theological  seminary  took 
the  fellowship  which  enabled  him  to  study  two 
years  in  Germany.  From  Germany  he  has  gone 
directly  to  the  field,  under  the  call  of  God  to 
foreign  missionary  service.  He  will  occupy  a 
place  of  wide  usefulness  on  a  salary  of  not  over 
$300,  which  he  himself  provides.  Such  conse- 
cration speaks  to  the  churches  loudly. 

Another  young  man  has  just  gone  to  the  front 
to  take  a  place  imperatively  asking  to  be  filled. 
Educated  for  the  ministry  and  for  medicine,  he 
left  an  ample  and  growing  support  and  accepted 
God's  call  to  become  a  missionary.  He  is  now 
in  the  midst  of  the  stirring  work  of  Turkey,  re- 1 
joicing  in  his  privilege,  though  his  salary  is  only 
about  $400. 

There  are  many  churches  and  many  more 
individual  givers  who  would  be  richer  if  they 
but  knew  the  privilege  it  is  to  support  such 
consecrated  Christian  workers. 

THREE    IMPRESSIVE    FACTS. 

1.  Reduction  of  Salaries.  These  men, 
some  of  them  able  to  command  large  sala- 
ries in  our  own  country,  have  met  a  reduc- 
tion of  salary  these  past  three  years  with  the 
spirit  which  exclaims,  "  Ourselves  your  serv- 
ants for  Jesus'  sake." 

Will  not  each  pastor  lead  his  church  to  "  lend 
a  hand"? 

2.  Needed  Reinforcements.  It  must  needs 
be  that  burdened  or  aged  workmen  fall  out 
by  the  way.     Reinforcements  are  necessary 


to  any  army.  How  especially  true  is  this  of 
the  army  of  the  Lord,  because  he  works 
mightily  to  enlarge  the  small  beginnings  ! 
Twelve  ordained  men  and  twelve  single 
women  are  needed  imperatively  now  in  the 
several  missions  of  the  Board. 

We  cannot  send  them,  for  the  resources  of 
the  treasury  are  inadequate. 

3.  Student  Uprising.  Students  in  our  col- 
leges everywhere  are  uprising  with  lofty  pur- 
pose for  the  foreign  missionary  service.  It 
would  be  an  unspeakable  loss  to  churches, 
'to  homes,  and  to  young,  consecrated  lives 
to  turn  back  this  tide  of  enthusiasm  with  the 
chilling  response, 

"  There  is  no  money  for  new  -workers." 

THE   LIVING   CHURCH. 

"  Graven  on  his  Hand." 

The  living  herald  of  the  gospel  will  find 
a  fellowship  even  in  heathen  darkness.  This 
fellowship  will  be  the  Church  of  Christ.  Have 
we  a  duty  and  a  privilege  in  relation  to  the 
churches  in  our  great  mission  fields?  Our 
hearts  are  touched  as  we  recall  our  own 
early  home,  and  the  white  spire  pointing 
heavenward,  a  constant  reminder  of  the 
invitations  of  the  gospel.  With  the  same 
*  beneficent  power  the  churches  live  in  distant 
1  climes.  The  sympathies  of  our  churches  at 
home  are  sought  for  our  churches  abroad, 
which  represent  victories  of  the  gospel.  We 
have  470  of  them.  They  are  in  the  midst 
of  awakening  Japan.  We  find  them  grow- 
ing fast  amidst  the  dense  populations  of 
China.  The  fires  of  bitter  persecution  can- 
not burn  them  out  in  Turkey.     In  the  dark- 


ness  of  Africa  they  are  light-givers.  India, 
which  once  repulsed  the  missionaries  of  the 
Board,  now  has  an  open  door  for  their  min- 
istry, and  125  churches  adorn  the  gospel  in 
those  fields.  We  are  in  fellowship  with  some 
45,000  Christians  in  these  churches  of  the 
American  Board.  Sunday-schools,  mothers' 
prayer-meetings,  out-station  meetings,  street 
preaching,  visitations  in  districts  near  by, 
Endeavor  Societies,  and  benevolent  enter- 
prises distinguish  these  churches  "as  they  do 
ours,  only  in  a  larger  degree. 

Can  a  work  be  a  failure  which  thus  illus- 
trates one  of  the  prwie  ideas  of  our  religion 
in  the  beneficence  of  the  Church  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ?  Where  can  money  be  better 
expended  than  in  enlarging  this  work,  helping 
to  support  pastors  and  preachers,  and  to  build 
houses  and  chapels  ? 

The  evolution  of  a  church  is  often  a  touching 
process.  A  Christian  Endeavorer  of  Foochow, 
having  once  dishonored  his  Master  by  refusing 
to  pray  in  public,  out  of  a  penitent  spirit  gath- 
ered his  neighbors  for  a  weekly  prayer-meeting 
in  their  homes.  Soon  he  agitates  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  chapel  and  gains  the  pledges  of  the  na- 
tives to  meet  its  cost,  the  mission  paying  only 
for  the  land.  The  church  is  a  reality  now,  filled 
with  listeners,  and  already  is  looking  toward  en- 
largement. 

The  five  churches  of  Foochow  were,  of  dire 
necessity,  denied  all  aid  from  the  Board  this 
year.  The  missionary  and  wife,  to  save  these 
beacon  lights,  appropriated  all  the  money  they 
had  ever  laid  by  for  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren, then  called  all  the  native  workers  in  coun- 
cil and  laid  before  them  the  case.  Could  the 
rest  of  the  expense  be  assumed  by  the  poverty- 
stricken  people  ?  The  answer,  given  with  prayer 
and  faith,  is  shown  by  the  open  churches  and  a 
spiritual  quickening  in  them  all. 


THE   CHRISTIAN   5CH00L. 

In  all  Congregational  history  the  school 
has  been  by  the  side  of  the  church.  The 
gospel  is  sure  to  make  men  think,  and 
where  it  finds  its  way  its  first  errand  is 
that  of  education  in  thinking  and  planning. 
The  church  has  carried  with  it  the  school 
and  the  trained  mind.  The  universities  and 
colleges  of  our  land  have  been  started  for 
"  Christ  and  the  Church,"  and  for  the  sake 
of  an  educated  ministry  and  the  upholding 
of  the  truth  as  it  is  in   the  gospel. 

This  policy  holds  good  in  the  work  of  the 
American  Board,  as  it  stands  trae  to  our 
Congregational  heritage.  Beautiful,  effective, 
and  evangelistic  is  the  school  system  of  the 
American  Board ;  it  has  been  the  power  of 
the  Board,  and  because  of  it  the  native 
agencies  are  more  extensive  than  those  of 
any  American  society.  The  kindergarten  is 
winning  its  way  among  the  children  "  born 
without  a  heart  for  play,"  and  in  lands  where 
love  and  home  have  no  words  adequate  to 
express  their  meaning.  The  district  or  vil- 
lage schools  are  mighty  powers  among  the 
youth  of  all  our  mission  fields,  and  they 
number  about  1,049.  Boarding  schools  for 
boys  and  girls  and  high  schools  are  the  most 
influential  at  the  critical  points  in  the  lives 
of  those  who  are  just  reaching  out  toward 
the  Christian  faith.  Then  we  have  our  col- 
leges, eleven  in  number,  and  the  theological 
schools,  thirteen  in  number,  whose  primary 
design  is  the  training  of  a  native  ministry. 
In  all  these  schools,  from  the  least  to  the 
greatest,  the  Bible  is  the  text-book  and  the 
way  of  life  is  the  greatest  lesson  to  be  taught. 
These  schools,  1,181  in  number,  have  in  them 


more  than  54,000  pupils  who  will  be  in  the 
near  future  the  defenders  of  the  faith  in 
regions  which  are  now  the  stubborn  battle- 
fields for  Christ's  kingdom  of  light  and  life. 

Rev.  J.  P.  Jones  rejoices  over  the  twenty-four 
young  men  and  sixteen  young  women  in  the 
Madura  Mission  Theological  Seminary  whom  he 
has  under  direct  training  for  Christian  sen-ice. 
He  declares  there  are  no  more  ''earnest,  devo- 
ted, ambitious  students  in  any  land." 

The  Euphrates  College,  Harpoot,  Eastern 
Turkey,  has  received  new  life  out  of  the  terrible 
experiences  of  the  past.  Whereas  600  students 
were  in  attendance  before  the  massacres,  now 
900  throng  its  classrooms. 

As  an  example  of  the  power  for  good  of  a 
small  cum  expended  upon  education,  the  instance 
may  be  cited  of  parents  in  our  own  country  who 
.nourned  the  death  of  a  dear  young  daughter. 
Forty-one  dollars,  the  child's  own  money,  lay  in 
the  bank.  This  was  devoted  by  the  parents  to 
the  founding  of  a  village  school  in  Ceylon.  This 
small  sinn  paid  the  salary  of  a  teacher  and  sus- 
tained thirty-six  pupils  for  a  year.  The  small 
plant  thus  established  has  been  maintained  dur- 
ing these  twelve  years  as  a  continual  memorial. 
Who  can  measure  the  fruits  from  this  annual 
expenditure  of  $40  ? 

CHOICEST   FRUITS. 

Inspired  by  the  living  missionary,  wel- 
comed into  the  fellowship  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  taught  in  the  Christian  school, 
what  shall  we  expect  but  a  company  of 
helpers  in  the  gospel,  whose  influence  is  a 
delight?  It  is  no  wonder  that  our  work  is 
adorned  by  our  native  helpers  thus  brought 
into  the  service  of  the  Master.  We  may 
call  the  three  thousand  native  workmen  "  the 
choicest  fruits  "  of  all  our  work.  Born  in 
the   darkness   of  sin   and   superstition,  and 


born  again  into  Christ,  they  come  to  their 
own  people  with  a  message  of  power.  Some 
simply  go  out  with  the  open  Bible,  as  read- 
ers. Others  are  Christian  teachers  in  the 
village  schools ;  sometimes  they  preach  and 
teach.  In  some  fields  they  are  called  the 
catechists.  Many  are  evangelists,  preachers, 
and  pastors  of  churches.  These  native  help- 
ers represent  the  permanency  of  the  work 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  economy  of  the 
work  on  the  other  hand.  The  foreigner  may 
not  always  stay,  but  the  native  is  at  home 
and  his  people  feel  the  value  of  his  services. 
In  this  part  of  the  work  each  missionary 
has,  on  the  average,  multiplied  himself  by  five, 
thus  adding  greatly  to  the  evangelistic  force. 
We  cannot  send  enough  from  home  to  reach 
the  millions  under  our  care  abroad.  Hence 
the  economy  of  the  school  and  the  native 
agency.  How  small  is  the  cost !  These 
agencies  cost  from  $15  to  #125  a  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  country,  whether  in  city  or 
village,  and  depending  also  upon  the  kind 
of  work  that  is  done.  We  think  that  $40  a 
year  would  be  the  average. 

Who  could  not  take  the  support  of  one  such 
helper  on  the  field  ? 

From  Africa  we  have  the  story  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pindela  doing  laundry  work  by  day,  and 
carrying  on  mission  work  evenings  and  Sundays, 
without  salary,  "  for  the  love  of  Christ."  "Many 
of  the  white  people  in  the  Transvaal  are  bitterly 
opposed  to  evangelizing  the  natives,  and  it  gives 
us  great  joy  that  all  our  native  helpers  here  are 
men  of  such  sterling  character  that  even  these 
unsympathetic  white  settlers  are  constrained  to 
acknowledge  their  worth." 

Mr.  Gabriel,  a  village  catechist  in  the  Madura 
Mission,  gathers  daily  in  the  little  thatched 
church  a  company  of  men,  women,  and  children 
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for  the  study  of  God's  Word  ;  and  holds  a  larger 
service  on  Sunday,  when  he  receives  the  contri- 
butions of  small  copper  coins,  grain,  vegetables, 
or  it  may  be  handfuls  of  fuel.  Every  morning  in 
the  small  village  Mr.  Gabriel  holds  a  school  of 
a  few  boys  and  girls  until  he  succeeds  in  turning 
some  older  lad  to  the  Christian  faith,  when  the 
Hindus  in  alarm  remove  all  their  children.  But 
the  effort  is  repeatedly  made  with  the  same  suc- 
cess, by  the  faithful  catechist.  Often  with  his 
pack  of  books  he  starts  out  to  visit  other  villages 
not  far  away,  giving  or  selling  tracts  and  Testa- 
ments as  he  poes,  preaching  where  there  is  oppor- 
tunity. A  salary  of  four  dollars  a  month  is  piti- 
ably small  for  the  support  of  this  man  and  his 
family ;  yet  even  this  has  been  reduced  to  three 
dollars,  which  means  veritable  suffering  for  the 
humble  little  home. 

In  the  town  of  Onimichi,  "  a  Sodom  in  central 

Japan,"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuzuoka  are  holding  up 

the  light  of  Christ  faithfully,  having  been  tried 

by  the  fires  of  persecution.     One  hundred  and 

twenty  dollars  (gold)  is  their  meager  salary. 

Scores  of  such  workers  are  called  by  the 
missionaries  "the  stay  of  our  mission  work." 

Mr.  Jones  writes  of  the  evangelists  in  India, 
many  of  whom  are  supported  by  the  native 
churches  :  "  Their  influence  is  felt  all  over 
the  district.  I  believe  there  is  hardly  any 
better  or  more  promising  work  in  India  to- 
day than  that  of  preparing  good  and  strong 
preachers  to  go  forth  to  this  wonderful 
harvest." 

THE  GOSPEL  OF  HEALING. 

There  has  always  been  a  charm  in  the 
word  which  Paul  wrote,  "  Luke,  the  beloved 
physician."  One  of  the  disciples  was  a  doc- 
tor and  a  missionary.  Medical  missions  have 
been  spoken  of  as  God's  method  of  working 
his  miracles  in  countries  where  the  service 
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is  a  marvel  and  a  comfort.  Luke's  Gospel 
has  been  called  the  Gospel  of  pardon  and 
healing.  Both  these  should  have  a  place  in 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel.  The  medical 
profession  is  one  of  the  noblest  and  most 
exacting.  Its  ranks  are  being  crowded  as  its 
requirements  are  being  advanced.  This  over- 
flow in  the  ranks  of  the  profession  comes  at 
the  time  when  Christ's  command  to  "  heal 
the  sick  "  and  "  preach  the  gospel  "  is  being 
understood  as  never  before.  The  medical 
missionary  is  a  real  power  in  the  world's 
evangelization.  There  are  one  thousand 
millions  of  people  in  the  world  who  do  not 
know  the  Saviour.  Forty  millions  of  them 
die  every  year  with  almost  no  medical  skill 
to  relieve  them.  There  is  only  one  medical 
missionary  to  every  four  or  five  millions  of 
them.  How  intense  the  need  !  The  Ameri- 
can Board  has  thirty-nine  medical  mission- 
aries ;  they  are  in  every  one  of  our  mission 
fields,  except  in  Papal  Lands.  Through  the 
healing  of  the  body  they  pass  the  barred 
portals  with  healing  to  the  soul.  Nothing 
will  drive  out  superstition  like  the  kindness 
and  skill  of  the  missionary  physician.  Then 
it  is  that  the  old,  old  story  is  told  with  effect. 
The  lady  physicians  often  open  the  only  ways 
of  reaching  women.  Women  are  brought 
into  hospitals  in  India,  for  example,  who 
would  never  go  to  a  church,  and,  says  one  of 
our  missionaries,  "  When  we  told  them  the 
story  of  Christ,  they  were  moved  to  ask,  '  Is 
it  true  that  he  died  for  women?'  "  Please 
bear  in  mind  our  medical  missionaries ; 
remember  that  they  have  hospitals  and  dis- 
pensaries, which,  when  once  built,  are  self- 
supporting.     More  than  one  hundred  thou- 


sand  patients  are  reached  every  year  in  this 
service,  and  they  gather  from  scattered  com- 
munities far  and  near,  and  when  they  go 
back  to  their  heathen  homes  they  have  a 
story  not  only  of  kindness  and  relief  from 
pain,  but  also  of  love  divine  which  forgives 
sin. 

A  visit  in  1897  to  Dr.  Van  Allen's  Dispensary 
and  Hospital  would  reveal  interesting  and  pitia- 
ble scenes  common  to  similar  places  in  all  our 
missions.  Into  the  small,  inconvenient  rooms 
the  in-patients  were  crowded  until  Dr.  Van 
Allen  was  obliged  to  pick  his  way  among  them 
as  they  lay  upon  the  floor,  lest  he  might  step  on 
some  one.  Twenty-six  thousand  out-patients 
were  treated  in  the  year  for  every  sort  of  disease. 
Every  morning  when  the  patients  had  gathered, 
before  the  medical  work  was  begun,  a  native 
pastor  preached  the  gospel  and  gave  out  tracts. 
Kindness  is  the  enforced  rule  and  of  itself  wins 
many.  In  the  woman's  department  a  lady 
missionary  or  a  native  Bible-woman  teaches 
some  helpful  passage,  explaining  it  perhaps  with 
the  blackboard. 

So  deep  is  the  appreciation  of  Dr.  Van 
Allen's  work  i?i  the  co7nmunity  that  certain 
Hindus  of  more  or  less  means  have  given 
money  for  a  fine  new  hospital  which  is  now 
complete  and  promises  enlarged  facilities  for 
healing  and  Christianizing. 

We  mean  by  the  medical  work  the  com- 
bination of  the  healing  art  with  the  preach- 
ing of  the  gospel  in  such  a  way  as  to  make 
its  ministry  subservient  to  the  winning  of 
souls  for  Christ. 

THE   CHRISTIAN   PRESS. 

It  is  needless  to  prove  that  the  use  of  the 
press  is  an  essential  part  of  missionary  work. 
First  of  all  is  the  Bible.     Under  the  mission- 


ary  direction  it  is  now  sent  out  to  the  nations 
of  the  earth  in  almost  four  hundred  lan- 
guages and  dialects.  There  is  no  more  sig- 
nificant fact  in  all  the  history  of  missions 
than  this.  It  stamps  the  work  as  a  great 
success  beyond  the  peradventure  of  a  doubt 
or  question.  The  missionaries  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board  have  reduced  twenty-nine  lan- 
guages to  writing  and  given  the  Bible  in  each, 
while  their  labors  have  been  constant  and 
successful  in  many  translations  of  the  Bible 
into  languages  better  known  to  the  world. 

One  of  our  missionaries  in  India  writes  : 
"As  to  the  place  occupied  by  the  Bible 
in  mission  work  in  South  India,  you  can 
form  some  conception  of  the  weight  given 
the  Scriptures  by  the  fact  that  the  Hindus 
in  the  towns  and  villages,  the  uneducated 
classes,  which  form  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  call  us  no  longer  Christians,  but 
veda  karers,  or  people  of  the  book. 
They  speak  of  the  Hindu  temple,  of  the 
Roman  church,  but  they  call  us  the  '  veda 
church '  or  the  church  of  the  book.  No 
address  is  made  to  them,  no  argument 
advanced,  no  thought  suggested  unless  based 
upon  and  fortified  by  the  Word  of  God.  It 
is  taught  daily  in  the  churches,  in  the 
schools,  in  the  houses  by  the  Bible-women. 
There  is  no  exception  to  the  invariable  rule 
that  in  all  our  schools  instruction  in  the 
Bible  must  he  given. " 

Rev.  Hiram  Bingham,  of  the  Micronesian 
Mission,  has  had  the  privilege  of  reducing  to 
writing  the  language  of  the  Gilbert  Islands  and 
of  giving  the  whole  Bible  in  that  language.  One 
of  the  other  missionaries  writing  of  it  says : 
44  Could  you  see  the  eagerness  and  pleasure  with 
which  the  Gilbert  Islanders  read  the  Holy  Scrip- 


hires  you  would  be  convinced  of  the  wisdom  and 
blessing  of  translating  for  them  the  whole 
Bible." 

The  veteran  missionary  of  Turkey,  the  scholar 
and  linguist  who  has  done  more  than  any  other 
to  give  the  Bible  to  Turkey,  writes  of  those 
former  days  when  it  was  thought  desirable  that 
religious  language  should  not  be  understood  by 
the  common  people  :  "  When  through  the  labors 
of  the  missionary  the  word  of  a  gratuitous  salva- 
tion was  preached,  and  the  Scriptures,  in  the 
spoken  languages,  were  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  it  was  like  a  new  revelation.  Those  who 
could  read,  read  to  those  who  could  not,  and  the 
latter  were  stimulated  to  learn  to  read." 

"  Do  you  see  this  Bible?  "  said  the  chief  man 
of  a  village  to  a  missionary;  "I  was  a  rough 
blasphemer  a  few  months  ago ;  men  trembled 
before  me  ;  boys  ran  to  hide  when  they  saw  me  ; 
no  man  dared  stand  before  me.  To-day  my  arm 
is  broken,  my  heart  is  wax ;  I  am  a  little  lamb ; 
the  children  look  upon  me  with  wonder.  That 
book  has  done  it  all." 

Another  said  :  "  Until  a  few  weeks  ago  I  used 
false  weights  and  measures.  I  got  a  Bible  from 
the  hand  of  a  boy  in  the  street,  and  took  it  to 
my  shop.  Immediately  there  commenced  a  din 
which  nearly  drove  me  crazy ;  the  controversy 
between  the  Bible  and  my  false  measures  made 
my  head  ring.  I  seized  the  Bible  and  would 
have  flung  it  out  of  the  door,  but  with  a  loud 
voice  it  spoke,  saying,  '  With  me  you  drive  God 
from  you.'  I  could  not  do  that.  I  destroyed 
my  false  measures  and  immediately  the  uproar 
ceased,  and  now  I  sleep  like  a  child  and  my 
neighbors  always  see  me  happy." 

"  A  Bible  used  at  the  first  Protestant  com- 
munion service  held  in  an  Armenian  village, 
where  I  was  one  of  the  officiating  clergymen, 
had  a  most  interesting  history.  It  was  secretly 
purchased  at  a  high  price  from  one  who  had 
come  by  it  dishonestly.  By  night  it  was 
smuggled  from  house  to  house  by  a  knot  of 
eager  searchers  after  the  truth.     In   darkened 


rooms,  in  the  solemn  stillness  of  the  night, 
with  a  covered  light,  they  used  to  pore  with 
growing  courage  and  delight  over  its  life-giving 
pages.  That  volume  became  a  light  in  the 
village  and  in  the  whole  countryside,  and  several 
flourishing  Protestant  communities  trace  their 
origin  to  its  wondrous  power." 

The  whole  Christian  world  has  to  thank 
the  missionary  for  giving  the  Bible  so  wide 
a  circulation.  It  is  a  very  miracle  of  tongues 
in  these  later  days  of  Christian  victories. 

Then  we  have  a  Christian  literature  given 
to  the  people  in  many  forms.  Sometimes  it 
is  the  book  of  Christian  history,  or  Bible 
interpretation ;  sometimes  it  is  the  monthly 
or  weekly  paper ;  then  it  is  the  International 
Sunday-school  Lessons  in  the  vernacular  ;  or 
perhaps  a  collection  of  Christian  hymns. 
Some  of  the  presses  are  kept  busy  in  send- 
ing out  evangelistic  cards  and  leaflets.  Thus 
the  printed  page  supplements  the  other  de- 
partments of  effort  and  gives  a  kind  of  per- 
manence which  is  not  possible  through  the 
simple  spoken  word. 

Let  us  give  an  illustration  of  the  power  of  one 
press.  It  is  called  the  Columbian  Press,  Satara, 
India.  Its  last  report  speaks  of  twelve  different 
issues  during  the  year,  with  390,700  copies  and 
755>7°°  Pages,  while  the  entire  work  of  the  press 
for  eight  years  is  2,758,413  copies  and  5,086,918 
pages.  God  will  surely  bless  these  silent  agen- 
cies for  preaching  the  gospel.  One  of  the  mis- 
sionaries writes  :  "  It  is  a  privilege  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  preach  the  gospel  through  the 
printed  page  from  week  to  week  to  many  who 
need  to  know  it  better." 

The  Publication  Department  of  the  Turk- 
ish Mission,  with  headquarters  at  the  Bible 
House,  Constantinople,  well  illustrates  the 
wide  power  for  good  of  this  branch  of  effort 
in     all    our    fields.      Papers,    weekly    and 
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monthly,  are  issued,  tracts  and  books  of  all 
kinds,  religious  and  educational  (except  the 
Bible,  which  the  Bible  Society  publishes) ,  are 
constantly  coming  from  the  presses  in  three 
languages,  Armenian,  Greek,  and  Turkish. 

"  If  you  could  know,"  writes  Dr.  Herrick, 
in  charge  of  this  work,  "what  hunger  and 
thirst  there  is  for  healthful,  pure,  educating, 
uplifting  books  among  Armenians,  Greeks, 
and  even  Turks,  you  would  cry  out  to  us  to 
use  our  publication  plant  to  its  fullest 
extent." 

"  A  Christian  press  is  a  tremendous  engine 
for  good  in  a  land  like  this,  —  and  we  do 
succeed  in  getting  our  work  through  the 
censorship,  —  if  only  we  can  keep  the  fire 
in  the  engine  room  burning  and  the  wheels 
turning.  Our  work  makes  but  little  noise, 
but  its  beneficent  effects  are  far  reaching  and 
abiding." 

With  these  glimpses  we  need  only  to  invite 
the  thoughtful  sympathy  of  our  readers  for 
this  varied  work  of  the  American  Board. 
Surely  some  one  of  these  departments  of 
Christian  service  will  appeal  to  you,  and  we 
hope  through  you  to  many  others,  until  the 
whole  church  shall  be  actively  engaged  in 
the  divinely  inspired  work  of  Christian 
missions. 
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WHY  FILL  THESE  BLANKS? 

There  are  persons  in  every  church  and  con* 
gregation  who  are  its  salt  in  different  lines  of 
life  and  doing.  These  have  the  interest,  or  the 
enthusiasm,  or  the  special  gifts,  or  the  time  and 
the  willing  hand,  and  about  them  the  people 
gather  for  every  worthy  cause. 

It  is  thus  that  any  work  and  all  work  is 
generally  done.  One  can  lead  in  song,  another 
speak  in  meeting,  still  another  has  a  rare  gift  in 
social  life,  while  some  one  else  can  raise  money, 
etc.     Every  one  has^  his  proper  gift  of  God. 

We  desire  to  get  into  connection  with,  and 
more  direct  relation  to,  those  persons  in  every 
church  who  are  its  salt  on  missions,  so  that 
we  may  help  them  and  you  in  your  rallying 
about  this  world-wide  work  of  the  American 
Board. 

So  please,  any  one  of  you,  send  us  these  and 
other  names  that  may  suggest  themselves  to 
you,  and  we  will  send  to  them  and  to  you  some- 
thing by  mail  on  the  subject. 
/  For  copies  of  this  booklet,  or  the  Missionary 
Herald  Extra,  to  circulate  in  your  church  and 
congregation,  write  to 

CHARLES  E.  SWETT, 

Congregational  House, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


21 


Christian  endeavor. 

"  I  will  strive  to  do  whatever  Christ  would  like  to 
have  me  do."  Such  is  the  pledge  taken  by  tens  of 
thousands  of  young  people  in  our  churches.  But  in 
all  cases  it  is  not  quite  clear  what  Christ  would  have  us 
do.  Perplexing  questions  arise,  and  we  cannot  always 
go  to  the  Bible  even  to  tell  us  whether  this  or  that 
course  is  right  or  wrong.  The  Bible  gives  us  general 
principles,  and  we  must  learn  by  study  and  prayer  and 
experience  how  to  apply  these  principles  to  our  con- 
duct. In  this  way  only  can  we  learn  what  the  will  of 
the  Master  is  in  reference  to  much  of  our  life.  But 
on  other  points  his  will  is  clear.  And  among  these 
points  is  this  one,  that  he  wishes  every  one  of  his 
followers  to  do  his  utmost  to  give  his  gospel  to  all 
men.  It  may  be  a  question  whether  I  shall  live  here 
or  there,  whether  I  shall  be  a  clerk  or  a  farmer  or  a 
teacher  or  a  minister  or  a  foreign  missionary,  but 
there  can  be  no  question  at  all  that  Christ  wishes 
every  one  who  bears  his  name  to  do  what  he  can  to 
bring  all  men  under  his  sway. 

The  pledge  of  young  people  in  their  Societies  of 
Christian  Endeavor  means,  therefore,  that  they  will 
try  to  obey  Christ  in  this  matter  which  lies  so  near 
his  heart,  namely,  the  matter  of  giving  his  gospel 
to  those  who  have  not  as  yet  heard  it. 

How  are  they  keeping  this  pledge?  Only  twelve 
hundred  of  the  more  than  4,000  Societies  of  Christian 
Endeavor  connected  with  the  Congregational  churches 
of  the  United  States  have,  as  Societies,  contributed 
anything  to  foreign  missionary  work.  Ought  not 
every  one  of  them  to  give  something  ?  Here  is  a 
noble  opportunity  for  doing  what  "  Christ  would  like 
to  have  us  do."     Has  your  Society  contributed? 


INGATHERING. 

There  is  no  report  which  will  so  stimulate 
the  churches  as  the  story  of  ingathering. 
Last  year  has  been  a  fruitful  year  in  the 
history  of  the  Board.  The  churches  of 
Japan  have  received  420  on  confession  of 
faith.  The  Free  Church  of  Austria  rejoices 
in  10 1  accessions,  and  in  Mexico  there  have 
been  80.  The  churches  among  the  Islands  of 
Micronesia  have  received  905  new  members. 
In  our  missions  in  India  about  a  thousand 
rejoice  in  a  Saviour.  One  writes :  "  On 
the  twelfth  of  December  we  were  praying 
for  '  the  awakening  of  India/  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  the  awakening  had  already 
begun."  In  the  Marathi  Mission  748  were 
received  on  profession  of  faith.  In  one 
village  a  school  has  been  kept  up  fourteen 
years  and  with  little  result,  but  last  year  wit- 
nessed the  baptism  of  25  persons.  A  little 
church  which  has  long  struggled  to  live  has 
seen  the  conversion  of  more  than  20  adults. 
Another  church,  whose  growth  has  been  slow 
for  forty  years,  has  doubled  its  membership 
this  year.  The  Spirit  of  God  moves  might- 
ily in  China.  There  are  hundreds  of  in- 
quirers still  reported  in  the  Foochow  Mission. 
There  were  265  accessions  in  the  North 
China  Mission  and  130  in  the  three  small 
churches  of  the  South  China  Mission,  while 
Shansi  reports  29.  The  spirit  of  revival  in 
evangelical  religion  has  been  felt  in  nearly 
every  part  of  Turkey  and  98  united  with  the 
churches  of  the  European  Turkey  Mission 
alone. 
Let  us  all  be  sharers  in  this  glorious  work. 
•  All  things  are  yours." 
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Please  send  to  Charles  E.  Swett,  14 
Beacon  Street,  Congregational  House,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  for  the  special  leaflets,  entitled :  — 

"A  Message  to  the  Lord's  People." 
"Notes  from  the  Field  "Workers." 
"Testimonies  to  Missions." 
"The  Missionary  Herald  Extra." 

"Will  you  not  help  in  the  circulation  of 
these  and  other  documents  among  the  people 
of  our  churches  ? 
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